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Céilidh
Not Just a Scottish Barn Dance

These were generally held in the
winter months…All sorts of
things could happen at the céilidh
house: people sang songs, played
music, danced, challenged each
other with riddles, told legends,
related folktales, recounted anecdotes from
their lives, discussed genealogy, debated
community issues, and made plans for the
future. It was a traditional Highland educa-
tion, in which everyone of all ages partici-
pated and had something to contribute. This
allowed the collective wisdom and value
system to be transmitted from one genera-
tion to the next, and it gave a sense of
collective purpose and identity to young and
old.”

Duncan MacGillivray, in his research paper
titled Home Life of the Highlands 1400–1746,
describes the importance of céilidhs.  He
writes, “It should not, however, be forgotten
that the Highlanders possessed a literature of
oral tradition, of singular beauty and power,

Unless you’re new to Scottish heritage, you’ve probably seen the
word Céilidh many times, but are you aware of the Céilidh’s importance in

early Scottish history?  Pronounced “kay-lee,” this Highland institution was for
many centuries, the major educational venue for the Highland Scots.

According to Michael Newton, in his discussion of traditional Scottish music
on the Electric Scotland website, “An account from the latter half of the
eighteenth century tells us about how people entertained themselves at the
céilidh, when people would gather together at a neighborhood house.

 “All sorts of things
could happen at a
Céilidh house...”
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that to a certain extent made up
for the absence of formal
education…[The] Highlander
betook himself to the “Tigh
Céilidh,” and there around the
blazing peat fire he listened to

the ~Sqeuiac/tdan agus Bardaciul, the folk-lore
and minstrelsy of his sires. In these were
enshrined the history of the people, the
exploits of the heroes, and the aspirations of
the race. The educative influence of the
céilidh accounts for much in the history of the
Highlands that would otherwise be
inexplicable.” Although their educational
significance is less today, céilidhs continue to
be gatherings where people sing songs, play
music, dance, recount anecdotes from their
lives, discuss genealogy, and occasionally
debate community issues.  Try out this
Scottish tradition and join us at one of the
local céilidhs this spring hosted by the SAS,
the Thistles and Ghillies, or the whole Celtic
community at our annual picnic.  See inside
for more details.
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Spring has
  finally sprung

and this is one
Scotsman that is
happy about it!
I’ve never seen so
much snow in
my life.  The last
few months have
been busy ones
for the SAS.
Many of our
members
attended or
participated in
the Boise
Highlanders
concert in

March.  It seems everyone had a good
time.  Thanks to our members for
supporting the Highlanders and helping
to promote Celtic events in the area.

The Battlefield Band concert was a big
success.  Everyone I’ve spoken with
agrees the Band was fantastic!  It was
easy to see why they were voted the best
live act last year, those boys really know
how to get doon.  The pipers present

Mark your calendar now so you
won’t miss the largest Scottish

event in Idaho!  The fifth annual Treasure
Valley Celtic Festival and Highland
Games will be held September 18th at
the Idaho Botanical Gardens.  Come
enjoy the pipe bands, dancing, highland
heavy athletic games, authentic cuisine,
and pipe and dance competitions.
Tickets go on sale in August.  For more
information contact Wee Bit O’Scotland
at 331-5675

Treasure Valley
Celtic Festival and
Highland Games

September 18

Message From the SAS President

Ever wonder what it would have been like to be a
castle cook?  Barbara Edney, a long time SAS

member, has an idea.  She coordinates the volun-
teers it takes to bake for the Thistle Tea Shop at the
Highland Games.

She and her volunteers actually bake 30 batches of
shortbread, 15 batches of Parkin, 12 batches of
Eccles cakes and 10 batches of lemon cake to supply
the Tea Shop at the Games.  “We have quite a
production line going, with four or five people
working eight batches at a time,” she reports.
“Everything is measured out in advance, to speed
things up.”

Barbara says her shortbread recipe was handed down
to her and is over 100 years old.  Although most
shortbread recipes use the same ingredients, she uses
a unique technique for preparing it.  “My instruc-
tions say press firmly, but we find we get a better
result if we actually pound it into the pans.”

Want to be a clan cook or server for a few hours?
Volunteer to help bake, or work a two hour shift in
the Tea Shop––it gets you free admittance to the
Games!  Call Barbara at 853-5806.

Castle Cook for a Day?

By John McDade
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were dazzled by the playing of Mike Katz––who knew
fingers could move so fast?  Several people, including
Boise Highlander Pipe Major Ron Lopez, remarked
they had lost their voice hueeking (Scots cheering).

The band was also very cordial.  After the show, they
mingled with the crowd and Alasdair White, their 21-
year-old fiddler, played a few tunes with young Kelby
Sommer.  The next morning, Alan Reid, the Band’s
founder, stopped by the shop to chat and have a cup of
tea before the band hit the road again.  I can’t wait to
have them back again.

In our ongoing effort to offer you opportunities to
celebrate your heritage throughout the year, the SAS
has several events coming up.   We’re having our third
annual Celtic Community Picnic on June 6 at Veteran’s
Park.  Come by and visit, as we gather with members
from the other Celtic groups in the area.

We’re also working hard to put on
the Celtic Festival and Highland
Games in September (and we’re
always looking for volunteers, so if
you want to be involved call me at
331-5675).  There’s lots more
happening this spring, so don’t
forget to check the calendar.  I’ll
look for you there.—John

Image used with permission--Courtesey Electric Scotland at
www.electricscotland.com



• Thistle and Ghillies Ceilidh, May 15.  Live
music and Scottish dancing.

• Celtic Community Picnic,  June 6

• “The Vicar” Golf Tournement, June 19

• World Heritage International Village, June 12

• Traditional Celtic  music, Nampa Farmers
Market June 19

• Meet the Wicked Tinkers at the SAS member
Ceilidh Friday, September 17.

• 2004 Treasure Valley Celtic Festival &
Highland Games Saturday, September 18 at
the Idaho Botanical Gardens.

Mark Your Calendars Now…

Thistles and Ghillies
Ceilidh May 15 Cancer Survivors

Relay Fund Raiser
Folks participating
in the Cancer
Survivors Relay will
be treated to some
local Scottish charm.
Our own John
McDade will be
piping at the event
to get things off to a
proper start!  Please
support this worthy
cause.

Can’t wait for the Highland Games in
September to show your Celtic pride?

Luckily, there’s a lot happening in the mean
time.  In addition to the Thistle and Ghillies
Ceilidh in May and the Celtic Community
Picnic in June, there are other Celtic events
around the area this spring and summer.

Interested in that most popular of Scottish
games?  The Ron Elerick “The Vicar” Golf
Tournament is June 19—call Colverdale
Church of God 362-1700 for more informa-
tion.

Looking for a more festive affair?  Just a short
jaunt over the boarder, Jim Davidson is
helping to put on the World Heritage Interna-
tional Village, June 12, at Lions Park in
Ontario, Oregon.  The purpose of the festival

is to teach people, especially children,
about different cultures.  Volunteers
representing cultures from around the
world create small villages to showcase
their particular heritage.  The
Davidson clan helps create a Scottish
village.  Call John for more informa-
tion 331-5675.

Don’t have a lot of time, stop by the Nampa
Farmers Market June 19, to hear some tradi-
tional Scottish fare when the Slekit Beasties
and Mackinnon’s Bru entertain shoppers.  And
of course, don’t forget the Boise Highlanders
will march in the 4th of July parade in Boise.
Mark your calendars now.  See you there!

Lots Happening This
Spring and Summer

Thank You!
Contributors for this
issue:

Barbara Edney
  Cheri Nelson
  Dan Ferguson
  Pam Rogers
  John McDade
  Electric Scotland
www.electricscotland.com
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Celtic Community
Picnic June 6

Join us for the third annual Celtic
Community Picnic June 6 at Veteran’s

Park–the fun starts at 1:00 pm.  The picnic
is a joint event of all the local Celtic
societies, and provides an opportunity for
anyone interested in the Irish, Welsh,
Scottish, and Caledonia Societies to gather
for fun and festivities.  There will be Irish
and Scottish dancing, music and more.
Come prepared to share a musical piece or
skit.

This is an informal potluck–bring your own
main dish and a side dish to share.  Grills
are available at the site.

Everyone is welcome!  For more
information call 331-5675.

The Thistle & Ghillies invite you to
participate in a great evening of music,

song and dance in the very best of Scottish
traditions.  Come enjoy live music by the
Mackinnon’s Bru Ceilidh Band.  Learn some
Scottish country dances led by the Thistle &
Ghillies dancers, and of course, share great
company.

 Join in the festivities by bringing an instrument
or a wee skit to share.  Snacks will be served at 8
pm.  No-host bar.

The ceilidh will be held Saturday, May 15th
from 7 pm ‘til midnight at the Plantation
Country Club, 6515 West State Street in Boise.

Tickets will only be sold in advance.  The cost is
$12.50 for T&G Members, $15 for non-
members.  Tickets are available at Wee Bit of
Scotland, 4501 Emerald Street,
Boise 331-5675, or Owyhee
Mountain Fiddle Shop, 4211
Sunny Ridge Road, Nampa 466-
3633, or at dance class.

Deadline for ticket purchase is
May 7, 2004.  For more informa-
tion, call (208) 761-6729 or e-mail
mairihand@earthlink.net

Clan Tents At
The Games

Time for folks
interested in hosting
a clan tent at the
Highland Games,
September 18, to
register.

Call Dan Ferguson
for details at
884-7031.



Scottish American Society New Membership/Renewal Form
 Music, Highland Games and More!  Join us and celebrate Scottish and Celtic heritage.

Your support and participation are appreciated.

(check one) __Treasure Valley Chapter  __Boise State University Chapter
(check one) __New Member  or    __Renewing Member

Last Name:______________________________________________ Date:_______________
First Name:________________________________ Spouse:___________________________
Children:____________________________________________________________________
Clan Affiliation (optional):_______________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________  State:_______________  Zip Code:__________
Home Phone:____________________________Other Phone:_________________________
Email address:________________________________________________________________

Select membership type (check one)
__Individual Membership $20/year __Student Membership $10/year
__Family Membership $30/year
Note: Annual renewal date is July 1.  All memberships January to July are at 1/2 rate.

I am interested in helping with:
__Membership __Graphic Arts __Sponsorship
__Highland Games __Concerts __Mail/Phone Contact
__Media __Ceilidhs __Other

Please return this form with payment to:  Scottish American Society of Idaho, c/o Student
Activities Office, 1910 University Drive, Boise ID 83725.

Scottish American Society of Idaho
c/o Student Activities Office
1910 University Drive
Boise, ID  83725

Don’t Miss Out!
Renew or Join

Today

Scottish American Society
Boise State University and Treasure Valley Chapters of Idaho

Renewals are due July 1st

SAS members enjoy:
• Substantial membership discounts

on SAS sponsored events.

• Quarterly newsletters that are the
local source for area Cletic news,
history, recipes, and more.

• Calendar of local Celtic
performances and events.

• Opportunities to share their
heritage as a part of the Celtic
community.


